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Bird Mortality Due to Railway-related Accidents
Susumu Tobe

In recent years railroads are being reappraised as a means for reducing pressure on the
environment. On the other hard, bird mortality due to collisions with trains may also be an
important factor. This research analyses records of collisions between July, 1980 and October,
1998, on Japan Railway lines in Tokyo and neighboring Chiba Prefecture. Data is based on the
personal observation records of the author, who was a train driver during the research period.

From 1980 through 1991 collisions were very rare, averaging only 0.05 birds per month. By
1995, however, this figure had risen to 53.4 birds per month. During this period many new-model
high-speed trains were introduced. Collisions tended to occur more frequently at higher speeds.
Of 141 collisions observed, 90 occurred at speeds over 80 km/hr. Collisions involving wagtails,
owls, shrikes and greenfinches occurred only at the higher speeds.

In addition to the observed collisions, many dead or injured birds were also found along
railroad tracks, especially along the Keiyo Line, where ducks, crows and cormorants fly in large
flocks and may collide frequently with the power lines over the tracks. Future environmental
assessments should consider bird mortality due to collisions with trains and other incidents
involved with railways.

KEY WORDS : Bird, Railroad, Collisions with trains

Tokiwadaira 2-16-408, Matsudo, Chiba, 270-2261 Japan

Bull. Abiko Mus. Birds Vol.7 : 1 —18 (1999)
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