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Changes in Plumage with growth in Coot Fulica atra atra Chicks; Tega Marsh

Yasuyuki Saito

Coot Fulica atra atra is a common bird which breeds in the reed beds surrounding Tega
Marsh. One family of coot became accustomed to artifical feeding (bread crumbs), and a
photographic record was used to document changes in the plumage of five growing chicks. The
chicks hatched in late May and early June, 1995 and observations continued until late
September, after which the family unit dispersed. The results showed that the chicks attain full

adult plumage by about the 15th week, at which time the parents begin chasing the chicks

away.
KEY WORDS: Coot, Tega Marsh, development
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